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Categories of protected areas 

 International level:  

 IUCN-category (wilderness areas, nps) 

 UNESCO (biosphere reserves) 

 European level 

 Natura 2000 

 Austrian level 

 Nature protection site, nature park, nps… 

 



IUCN  KATEGORY II National Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Category II protected areas are large natural or near 
natural areas set aside to protect large-scale ecological 
processes, along with the complement of species and 
ecosystems characteristic of the area, which also provide 
a foundation for environmentally and culturally 
compatible spiritual, scientific, educational, recreational 
and visitor opportunities. 



Primary objective 
To protect natural biodiversity along with its underlying ecological structure and 
supporting environmental processes, and to promote education and recreation. 
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Gesaeuse NP 

Bezeichnung % 

    

Ödland  31,4 

Buschwald 13,5 

Wald 49,6 

Gewässer 0,4 

Wiese 5,1 

  100,0 

Fläche: 11.06ha 



Main aims 

 Nature protection 

 Research 

 Education 

 Recreation 



 







LIFE-Projekt 

 



(Ecological) Connections 

 



 





NP programme 

 



Festivities 

 



Programme for schools 

 



Accredited training course 
„Austrian NP Ranger“ 

 



Ecolabel (Umweltzeichen) 



UN Decade of education for 
sustainable development 

 



Junior Ranger 

 



„Partner-schools“ 



Cooperation in the region 

Nationalpark Nationalparkregion Naturpark Kooperation 
Gesäuse/Eisenwurzen/Stift

/ Nationalpark 



 



 



Visitor infrastructure 



Visitor centers 

 NP discovery center „Willow Dome“ 
(Weidendom) 

 Themed trail „Lettmair Au“ 

 Themed trail „Der wilde John“ 

 Geological exhibition 

 Digital hiking guide „Xeisguide“ 



 











 



 







 





 



 





 



Visitor numbers 

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

35000

40000

45000

Jahr 2004 Jahr 2005 Jahr 2006 Jahr 2007 Jahr 2008 Jahr 2009 Jahr 2010 Jahr 2011



Visitor management 

 



Visitor management 



Thank you for your attention! 

 


